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Regulations for Master’s Degree Students in the Department of Finance at NFU

Amended and approved by Academic Affairs Meeting on January 3, 2017
Amended and approved by College of Management Meeting on December 27, 2016
Amended and approved by Department Faculty Meeting on October 19, 2016

Amended and approved by Department Faculty Meeting on January 15, 2013

Approved by Department Faculty Meeting on September 21, 2011

. These regulations are established in accordance with the NFU Study Regulations.

. The graduate students of the NFU Department of Finance (hereinafter “students™) are required to
complete this master's degree program between 1 and 4 years.

. Students satisfying all of the following requirements and passing the final examination for the
master’s degree (hereinafter “thesis defense”) will be qualified to graduate:

(1) completion of at least 30 graduate credits (excl. thesis credits).

(2) publication of at least one academic paper from their theses to a journal or conference with
peer review process with a clear affiliation of the department and University. Students should
attend conferences to present their papers and provide certificates of attendance.

(3) taking at least two courses taught in English offered by the College of Management.

. Students should take 3 to 12 credits per semester in the first two academic years. If earning a
passing grade (a score of 70) for each course for the previous semester with an average grade in
the top 20% of their class, or under extraordinary circumstances, students are permitted to take a
course overload of up to a maximum of 15 credits. All students requesting this permission need to
obtain the approval of the department chair.

. Students should select a thesis advisor and submit “Thesis Advisor Agreement” prior to the end of
midterm examination period in the second semester of the first academic year. The thesis advisor
must be a full-time faculty member in the department. Co-supervision of the thesis is permitted as
long as one of the advisors is a full-time faculty member of the department. In this case, the
co-advisor from other departments should be recommended by the advisor and needs to obtain the
approval of the department chair.

. With significant reasons, students are allowed to change their thesis advisors with the original and
the new thesis advisors’ approval. “Application Form of Thesis advisor Change” and “Thesis
Advisor Agreement” should be submitted to the department chair for approval before the end of
each semester. Change is limited to once within the expected duration of study.

. Students are allowed to apply for the thesis defense after satisfying the requirements of
subparagraphs (1) and (2) of Article 3 above and submitting a draft copy of master’s thesis (incl.
abstract). The Student may earlier apply for the thesis defense by the end of the second or third
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semester, if he/she has completed all graduation requirements with an average grade higher than a
score of 80 and no grade lower than 70, and is in good academic standing. This earlier application
needs to be recommended by the thesis advisor and be approved by the Department Faculty
Meeting. Following the successful completion of the thesis defense, the student shall be awarded
a master’s degree.

8. The thesis defense is held once per semester. Application for thesis defense should be in
accordance with the following:

(1) The time period for the application begins at the time of completing the enrollment process
and ends on January 20 next year in the first semester, or begins at the time of completing the
enrollment process and ends on July 20 in the second semester.

(2) Students who apply for the thesis defense must submit required documents including Master’s
Degree Examination Application Form, Transcript over the Year, Thesis Abstract, etc. for

9. The master’s degree examination committee (hereinafter“the exam committee” or “the committee™)
is composed of 3 to 5 members including the student’s advisor; at least one of whom must be
invited from among scholars and experts outside the University. The committee members are
recommended by the advisor and reported to the Principal of the University by the department.
Each committee member shall possess the expertise in the field, which relates to the student’s
thesis subject and must fulfill at least one of the following requirements:

(1) he/she must have been a professor, or an associate/assistant professor.

(2) he/she must have been an academician of Academia Sinica, a research fellow or an associate
/assistant research fellow at Academia Sinica.

(3) he/she must hold a doctoral degree with outstanding academic accomplishments.

(4) he/she must have outstanding academic or professional achievements in certain rare or
specific fields.

The criteria of determining the qualifications of members associated with the subparagraphs (3)
and (4) of the preceding paragraph will be established by the Department Faculty Meeting.

10. Students' spouse or relatives within the third-degree of kinship (incl. relatives by blood and
affinity) are prohibited from acting as their thesis advisor or thesis defense committee members.

11. The thesis defense must be conducted orally. A written exam may be administered if it is deemed
necessary. The thesis defense must comply with the following rules:

(1) A public thesis defense must be held. The time, place and title of the thesis must be publicly
announced at least one week prior to its occurrence.
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

(2) All members of an exam committee must attend the thesis defense in person. No replacement
or delegation is allowed. The thesis defense should not be held without the presence of at least
3 committee members.

(3) The candidate's thesis advisor serves as an ex-officio but cannot be the committee chair.

(4) The passing grade and perfect score of the thesis defense are 70 and 100, respectively.
Evaluations must be conducted according to the average of scores given by the members
attending the thesis defense. Nonetheless, a master candidate is deemed failed when the score
given by over one half of the members attending the thesis defense are below the passing
grade.

(5) If any plagiarism or cheating is discovered in the thesis presented and confirmed by the exam
committee after investigation, the candidate will be failed.

(6) Candidates are permitted to resubmit the thesis and defend it at a later date if they fail in the
first attempt.

If candidates fail to pass the thesis defense before reaching their maximum period of study, they
are eligible to take the thesis defense in the next semester or next academic year. In no case are
candidates allowed to repeat more than once. If candidates fail to pass the thesis defense twice,
they will be required to withdraw from the University.

In order to be eligible to graduate for a certain term, students must submit the thesis after passing
the thesis defense. The submission deadline is January 31 in the first semester, or July 31 in the
second semester. Failure to submit the thesis by the deadline will delay a student’s graduation to
the following semester. Those who do not submit the thesis within the maximum duration of
study, must withdraw from the University.

The thesis can be written in Chinese or English. Students after passing the thesis defense should
post an electronic version of their thesis abstract on the University website and hand in a hard
copy of their thesis to the department and three hard copies to the University Library.

Any other matters not specified herein will be referred to other regulations of the department, the
University, or the Ministry of Education.

These regulations enter into force upon approval by the Department Faculty Meeting, College
Faculty Meeting and Academic Affairs Meeting. The amendments of these regulations may be
proposed under the same procedure.

*These Regulations are adopted in Chinese. Where any discrepancy arises between the English
translation and the original Chinese version, the Chinese version shall prevail.
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