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Abstract

Since the start of the government’s promotion of community development in Taiwan in 1995, citizens’ local
consciousness and community planning regarding these issues have grown. This is an important aspect of the
development of a democratic society. The focus of this study thinks in the question how public participation and
the government’s policy plans can be better linked and institutionalized in the future.

This paper provides a discussion of the one year long public participation measure “Workshops of the
Landscape Master Plan” that was conducted by the author in Kouhu Township, Yunlin County. It explores the
following three points: 1. What is the beneficial result that planning workshops is regarding Master Plan? 2.
What do residents think about planning workshops? 3. How do planning workshops and Master Plan work
effectively? The results of the study are summarized in the following three points: 1. Planning workshops aim at
the implementation of short-term, medium-term and long-term development plans; in conjunction with other
concrete action plans, they propose the creation of landscapes regarding land, territorial waters, industry, culture
and recreation, in order to develop the special characteristics of urban and rural landscapes. 2. Geographic
location, economic benefits, and the involvement of community leaders will influence the community
participants. Participants believe that the necessity of planning workshops, value, and satisfaction. They are not
easy to understand "the professional knowledge of discussion " and "scholar experts and results description™,
think that expressing opinions is useless, think that the workshops needs improvement; 3. The planning
workshops should be conducted on the basis of a neutral political stance in order to build trust and to facilitate
the smooth implementation of the plan; as professional knowledge is not easy to understand, creating a sense of
relaxation, initiating interest through visiting activities as well as providing information and education through
various methods can enhance participation; In order to realize the government's Landscapes Master Plan and
local sustainable development, there is a need for formal staffing and administration. This requires legislative

and institutional changes. The findings of this master plan workshop and study suggest that such workshops can
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be useful means to enhance public participation when they are institutionalized and integrated into the

government’s Action Plan.
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