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Abstract

Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827) is one of the most influential composers in
the history of Western music. His works set models for music compositions, and his
philosophy inspires us to consider about human life. Most of Beethoven’s works are
admirable, such as piano sonatas were written throughout his life. Thirty-two Piano
Sonatas can be interpreted as Beethoven's biography. They demonstrate the linear
progress of his life as well as reveal the changes of compositional style.

This study especially focuses on the origin and development of Beethoven Piano
Sonata, Op. 90. In this article, firstly, the three-period divisions and styles of
Beethoven’s works are mentioned; then, the author analyzes the musical
characteristics of Piano Sonata, Op. 90. Finally, the author investigates the legacy and
influence of this piano sonata.

Beethoven Piano Sonata, Op. 90 origins from classical sonata form and his
compositional techniques are refined with strong emotion, which becomes the main
style of Beethoven’s late piano sonatas. Therefore, Beethoven Piano Sonata, Op. 90
can be seen as his turning point in the middle period to the late period.
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