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Abstract

How many people in Taiwan have the intention to emigrate to other countries?
What are the reasons behind the intentions? What factors influence their intentions and
the reasons behind? This paper examines the determinants of the intentions and the
rationale behind Taiwanese emigrating abroad. We use the data from “Panel Study of
Family Dynamics” of Taiwan to conduct empirical examinations. The data show that
the percentage of population with intentions to emigrate to other countries was around
4% to 6% in Taiwan. Pursuing better living qualities is the main reason for the intention
of emigration, followed by political reasons and economic reasons. The results of
econometric estimations show that personal variables, job types, and aggregate
economic conditions have significant impacts on the intentions and the reasons of
emigration.
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