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Abstract

This paper is a literary analysis of Avi’s The True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle,
an award-winning novel for young adults. The novel employs the plot device of journey
to engage the protagonist in a coming-of-age experience and describes the heroine’s
transformation. By reading the novel through the feminist and Marxist lenses, | examine
the portrayal of the heroine and discuss the social structure in the novel’s setting. |
demonstrate that the heroine’s transformation, along with her self-discovery and
liberation, lays bare restrained gender roles within the patriarchal society. My analysis
also exposes the way how patriarchal order operates through power and oppression.
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